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We are saddened at the death of Germaine.  As a parish community of faith, we offer our sympathy to her husband Emilio, her children, Kevin and Mona, her granddaughters, Andrea, Madison, Julia, Jessica and Gracie, the rest of her family and to all her friends.  We pray that Germaine may now find the peace that Jesus spoke about in today’s Gospel—the peace that the world cannot give, the peace that is only found when we enter into the fullness of life with our Lord Jesus Christ.


Saint Augustine wrote in his Confessions, “You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you.”


“You have made us for yourself, O Lord.”  This simple sentence captures the very reason that any of us exist:  we exist for the glory of God.  We exist to bring about the kingdom of God.  We exist to glorify God with the gifts and talents that we have been given.  When we hear the familiar words from the book of Ecclesiastes, we are reminded that there is an appointed time for everything, and a time for everything under the heavens because everything exists to give God praise.  God has placed the timeless in our hearts, and it is this timeless that always recognizes the greatness of our God.

The stories about Germaine make it clear that Germaine knew this truth of our existence.  Whether having a good conversation, reading a good book, traveling to Mazatlan, bowling, playing softball or pruning, Germaine was using the gifts that she had been given to praise and glorify God.  Germaine, had a big heart because the timeless within her recognized the timeless in others, or as the psalmist says, “deep calls out to deep.”  Whether Germaine was working, and working hard, or at rest, doing that which brought some joy and relaxation to the body, Germaine was discovering the work which God has done, whether she was aware of it or not.  All of us here as well are challenged to discover the work that God has done for us—the beauty and richness that God has given us, the gifts and talents, the joy and love in our life.


Saint Augustine wrote in his Confessions, “You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you.”


“O Lord, our hearts are restless until they rest in you.”  The things of this world will never give us total happiness or peace because the fulfillment we truly desire can only be found in God.  Our hearts are restless because of this truth.  As the psalmist says, “In God alone is my soul at rest.”  The timeless that God has placed in our hearts reminds us of our final goal: heaven.  The timeless make the restlessness bearable.  We have glimpses of the timeless when we use our gifts, when we serve God by helping others, and when we partake in the love and laughter of family and friends.  While cancer ultimately took Germaine’s life, it also enriched it.  Living life with cancer deepened her faith.  The relationships she made as a patient and volunteer at the Highline Cancer Center changed her life.

Saint Augustine wrote in his Confessions, “You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you.”  We are made for the praise and glory of God.  We are unsettled here on this earth.  We long for that dwelling not made of hands, that dwelling that is eternal in heaven.  However, as Saint Paul also tells us in the second reading, “we know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by sight.”  We do walk by faith, but we walk not alone, but we walk by faith together in community.  We walk by faith with one another, drawing support from each other.  Germaine experience that support throughout her life and especially in her final days, as she expressed ‘awe’ at the love and care surrounding her.
We walk by faith with our heavenly Father, drawing consolation from the Holy Spirit.  We walk by faith, faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, faith in the resurrection, faith that one day we will join all the saints who have found rest and peace in God.  We walk by faith with Germaine and all our loved ones who have gone before us—we will walk with all the saints in the heavenly kingdom of our gracious and loving God. So be it.
