Feast of Our Lord Jesus Christ the King
November 22, 2009


Every time we pray the Lord’s Prayer we say “thy kingdom come”.  So what type of kingdom are we praying for, when we ask for it to come?


Certainly God’s Kingdom is not found in the civil order of the day.  No political party, economic system, or national government embodies the kingdom that we pray for.  That is why today’s feast of Christ the King reminds us that our structure and framework are only found in Jesus Christ.
This simple statement has profound implications for our lives, since the essence of Jesus’ mission is to establish the Kingdom of God, and we as its members are called to the priesthood that serves its end.  This reality puts a twist on the purpose and function of our faith and gives us a responsibility that far exceeds our own personal salvation.  In short, the structure and framework given to every member of the Body of Christ is ministry.  Every one of us, by virtue of the sacrament of baptism, always and everywhere is a minister of the New Covenant, and bears the responsibility of taking the work of the Gospel as their own.

While this call is on the one hand inviting, it is also challenging.  The church communicates this call through the principle of stewardship.  At its basic level, the principle of stewardship states that all that the world contains belongs to God.  We are caretakers of God’s creation and responsible to God and God’s Kingdom.  As caretakers we are not owners.  Yet, our society creates an illusion of ownership that we must resist.  Claiming things as mine, yours and ours distorts the original plan of God and makes us falsely believe that we are accountable only to ourselves.

The call to ministry, in which we all share, challenges us to look at the way we spend our time.  Ministry and the work of the Gospel cannot simply be seen as things that happen only within the boundaries of our physical parishes.  The place where ministry and the work of the Gospel begin is in each of our households.  Each baptized Christian is asked to live and witness to their faith wherever life brings them.  The task of ministry asks us to use our time wisely.  This means allowing ample time for reflection and prayer within the daily activities of our lives.  Taking the time to review the decisions and choices I have made, the relationships that comprise my life, the Gospel values I embrace and what God is calling me to do is an essential element of the life of a baptized Christian minister.  In addition, ensuring that I do not become too self-focused with the use of my time is very important. 

The call of the Gospel also asks us to examine our talents.  Every child of God is endowed with talents and gifts, which are unique to each individual.  The talents and gifts that I possess are very different from those of my neighbor.  Recognition of what God has given to me must take place before I can use them well.  There are many gifts and talents of which we are not aware.  Sometimes it takes someone else to identify and validate them.  Many times, the image we have of ourselves hampers our ability to see the talent that lies within.  That's why we have the community of believers to help us.
A true believer in the Kingdom of God uses their talents and gifts well. They realize that God has given them certain abilities to be placed at the disposal of others.  When we combine all of the talents and gifts found within our community it gives us the ability to truly meet the social needs that are before us.  For you see, we have the ability and resources right here to be people of justice, equity and peace.  The quality of life found in our brothers and sisters outside these walls, down the street and across the oceans, are as much a part of our concern as the homes to which we will soon return.  Using ourselves for the good of the Gospel requires a self-emptying vision that sees no barriers or divisions.

Finally, God’s Kingdom calls us to examine our treasures.  The early church community understood this well.  They realized that belief in the Kingdom of God, established by Jesus Christ, meant taking care of the physical needs of others.  They understood the need to pool their resources so that no one was ever in need.  In fact, this love communicated through their generosity was a primary factor in conversion.  The unbaptized never witnessed such a thing before and were drawn to the faith because of it.
Stewardship and our call to be caretakers and not owners require that we use our resources wisely.  We are part of a much bigger picture that asks for our participation and care.

So what type of kingdom are we praying for?  Hopefully, we are praying for the type of kingdom that may be found in the hearts of those who are, as the pope said on Monday, “inspired by love that goes beyond justice.”  Asi sea.
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