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Life tests our faith.  Even for the most faithfilled person, negotiating through everyday life events and decisions can be a challenge.  Our continued celebration of the victory won for us by Jesus Christ, provides an opportunity for deeper reflection on the significance of our belief in the resurrection.  In particular, it provides the opportunity to examine concrete ways that our belief in the Resurrection can challenge and influence our lives.

Being people of the Resurrection makes us different.  We are empowered by Christ’s victory over sin and death to embrace hope.  What others may see as endings, we see as beginnings.  When confronted with a wall, God provides a door.  Being people of the Resurrection has the ability to change our entire take on life and vision of our world.

Life can easily lead us into darkness.  It can sadden and quickly disappoint even the strongest and most content of people.  There is a lot of wisdom and peace to be found when we develop a mature and meaningful spiritual life and walk in the confidence of our faith.  It is when we become weak in our trust in God that doubt, despair, anxiety, and fear creep in.  While doubt is healthy, an excessive and long-lasting presence can readily bring us away from the hope to which we are called.  The Resurrection asks us to cultivate a disposition toward life and our choices that is different than those who have no hope!
We live in a very troubled and anxious world.  Enormous concerns present themselves to us daily, easily leading us deeper into fear, anxiety, and worry.  These concerns are political, economic, religious, social, and even practical.  They affect how we get our kids to school, where they play, and with whom they interact.  They affect how we view our jobs, our possessions, our livelihood, and our dreams.  As people of the Resurrection we have something to bring to an unstable world.  Our faith can speak to the anxiety we have about our world.  If it is mature and developed enough it can bring us courage!
The Resurrection teaches us to use our time wisely. It begs us to focus on things that are eternal rather than temporal.  We are called to tend to the people in our lives more than the things we hold so dear.  At the end of the day, it is not the things that we have that provide happiness.  Happiness is found in the heart where the love of others has left a mark.  This is our treasure.  It is where God is found.  It cannot be taken away; even by death.  It is a gift freely given by the One who paid the price of his life so that we can live.  All we must do is receive it.

Have we received the gift of the Resurrection?  I think we want to but we may be a little hesitant.  We may believe that we will be asked to pay a price that’s too high or asked to do too much.  The truth is that we are asked to do nothing other than to receive the gift.  Once we do, we will realize that no price is too high and nothing earthly matters more.
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