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A few weeks ago, I was at home and turned on a television show about hoarding.  The show attempts to help people that are compulsive hoarders and it goes inside their homes and examines the psychology behind why people have the compulsion to accumulate and store large quantities of goods.  I was fascinated by the show because I can tend to be a bit of a hoarder myself when it comes to books, and I watched to see if I could find out what causes this need in people.
It appears that there were also hoarders in Jesus’ time and according to the readings, the reason why people hoard is fear.
Jesus often told his disciples not to be afraid.  In today’s reading, he tells them not to be hoarders either. Trust in God and do not be afraid.  Instead of storing things up on earth and hoarding for a better day, let God take care of that, and concern yourself with the future in heaven. If you have to hoard, hoard your good deeds and collect as many of them as you can so that you can use them in the final judgment when we head toward what Paul calls today the “better country… the heavenly one.”

The people of Jesus’ time were people who lived in the present.  Life was hard for them and they were consumed by finding their “daily bread”.  They did not have the luxury of looking to the future, deciding what they wanted to be, saving up for college or a new home or whatever. Jesus, in his usual counter-cultural way, was trying to get people to forget the present for a bit and look to the future.  For the early Christians who expected Jesus’ return, it was important for them to be prepared, but as the years passed and Jesus had not returned, they began to see this as a future, not a present prospect.

In today’s readings, Jesus takes care of the present first.  For the present, get rid of your possessions and make gifts to the poor.  Let God worry about what will happen tomorrow.  Then, look to the future.  Act in a way that prepares you for the kingdom.  Evaluate what you do by thinking whether or not the Master would like it if he returned and saw you doing it.

Jesus is preparing his follows for the future; just as in the first reading today, God has prepared the Hebrews for their future: “the night of the deliverance from Egypt was made known beforehand to our ancestors, so that they might rejoice…” Knowing that God would be true to his word, that he would deliver them, he would lead them to a Promised Land, allowed the Hebrew people to live in joy even when the present was difficult.

Similarly, Jesus promises the kingdom of heaven and wants his followers – those who have been ‘in the know’ to be joyful, because he is true to his word and it will happen in the future.  This changes our attitude to the present then, it changes our behavior, it changes our need to concentrate on earthly things, which pass, and allows us to concentrate on the final goal the kingdom of heaven.     When everyone acts in accordance with that, we can have a little bit of heaven even while we are on earth.

It does place a burden on us, as we see at the end of the reading, because Jesus concludes his parable with an admonition to his disciples: “Much will be required of the person entrusted with much, and still more will be demanded of the person entrusted with more.”  Jesus is trying to make us realize that the kingdom that we have been promised is a gift, but with the gift comes responsibility.  The servant has a job to do in the parable, and must do it well, because it is expected. We must gird our loins – fasten our belts – to be ready for action, just as the Hebrews had to do at the Passover, to be ready to escape.

What can all of this mean for us today, this coming week?  Following the Gospel will bring you both freedom and joy.  Christ promises us this. Nevertheless, following the Good News demands a price – we have to give up those things that pull our hearts and minds away from God – possessions, the inclination to abuse any power we might have, our reliance on having enough time to turn things around before the end comes.  In our world today, there is still the inequity between the well off and the poor.  Jesus has not yet come again.  We still have time to right this in our own world, in our own neighborhood. We need to find ways to be good stewards of the world and the possessions given to us. We still need to create a reflection of the kingdom of heaven on earth.  And it starts with each one of us.  If Jesus should return tomorrow, will we have done all we could to put into practice his message? “for everyone to whom much has been given” Jesus says, “much will be required.”  Are we up on that?

This is the challenge of the Good News today.
