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On a cold January morning a man sat at a metro station in Washington, DC and started to play the violin to a crowd of travelers hurrying from one location to another.  It is estimated that approximately two thousand people passed through the station during his forty-five minutes of playing time.

Seven people actually stopped to listen for a moment and twenty-seven tossed money into the open violin case.  Children unanimously were attracted by the music but parents quickly pulled them away.  In total, he collected $32.17.  Two nights previously, this same musician sold out a Boston theater where tickets averaged $100.00 per seat, for the anonymous subway violinist was actually Joshua Bell, one of the most renowned musicians in the world.

After concluding his metro station performance, no one acknowledged that a virtuoso violinist had just given a free concert.  For forty-five minutes Bell played on a violin worth $3.5 million dollars, some of the most intricate pieces of music ever written.  His gift, freely given, went unnoticed because the setting was insignificant, the time inconvenient, and the presentation too easily accessible.
When Paul speaks to the Corinthians about the spiritual gifts that have been distributed freely by the Spirit, after an experiment such as this we must wonder how giftedness is defined and when it is noticed.
At a wedding two thousand years ago, a keen eye was needed to observe the pending trouble.  This sensitivity was embodied in the mother of Jesus.  When she saw the difficulty, she did something about it.  She was proactive.

Others may have been blinded by the joy of the party or the wine that had already flowed freely.  It took someone that was aware of God’s gifts in her life to see the approaching situation.  Isn’t that the way it is in our day and age?  Many of us are so involved in our daily activities that we don’t notice the bigger picture.

“I saw it coming!”  “Isn’t it about time someone did something about that?”  After the fact, comments like these are often heard rather than, “There is no wine!”  It takes courage to speak before the fact.  Sensitivity, acute perception, and courage are the characteristics evidenced in the mother of Jesus.  She cared and again, the wine flowed freely…wine that was even better than before!  The best was saved until last!
That would not have happened without further action on the part of Mary.  She not only went to her son with the situation.  She not only heard his refusal.  She was proactive in her faith.  Moving forward in that faith, she went to the servers and told them to “do whatever he tells you.”  How did she know Jesus would be approaching them?  It was because she knew him.  She knew his sensitivity both to her request and to the possible social catastrophe of a young couple.
An important point must not be missed.  Those servers who stood by to listen and obey were an essential part of God’s action.  So it is fitting that we hear from Paul about the gifts that are part and parcel of the action of Christ in our church today, such as wisdom, knowledge, faith and prophecy.  Each of these gifts is “distributed” to us so that we too can reveal the glory of God present in the world today.
So we need to ask ourselves: What gift or gifts do we have?  What service do we give?  How are we part of the miracles God wishes to work in our world today?  There is no way to answer those questions without first standing quietly before God and listening.  That listening has to be deep!  As deep as Mary’s was in this particular event, as deep as Jesus’ was to the voice of his Father.  Once we listen, we must obey just as Mary did, just as Jesus did.

Perhaps the challenge today is to realize that God’s giftedness is always present but busy blinders restrain us from recognition, just like those who passed through the station and failed to recognize the gift that Joshua Bell was freely offering to them.  Although the Spirit is always with us, we often seek elsewhere for its presence, never quite believing it could be so easily accessible and convenient to locate.
For whenever the gifts of the Holy Spirit are used toward building up the body of Christ, then we are a community of faith united as one.  In this way, we show to the world the glory of God.
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