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It is no secret that our world is experiencing difficult economic times, which is affecting not only the United States but all global communities.  Over the past several years we have seen the price of housing, food and other commodities increase dramatically.  Of course, these increasing prices cannot continue forever and some adjustment to reality must occur.  Our world runs on economics and regardless of what we may like to believe, stabilizing and energizing that economy is of highest priority.


We all want what is best for us and those we love.  It is only natural for providers to seek the best interest of those they serve.  However, if we are going to be successful our sights may have to be lowered and we may have to readjust how we structure and view our lives.  For the most part, we approach our economic life from a position of self-interest and rarely consider the effects of our choices on society.


Whatever happened from the first century of Christianity until now, the vision and mission is certainly not the same.  The reading from the Acts of the Apostles today gets directly to the point.  “The community of believers was of one heart and mind, and no one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they had everything in common.”  Does this sound anything like life in our parish?


This reading brings an even greater challenge: “There was no needy person among them…”  These early believers sold everything they had and distributed the proceeds to each according to need!  Are these kinds of choices made in most Christian communities today?


Now, a person can certainly and validly challenge the philosophy of the early church and chalk the whole business up to “pie in the sky” nonsense.  But doing so justifies continuing current popular thinking and avoiding the challenge of this message.  Understanding the mission of the early church has significant consequences for how we structure our parish life and perceive ourselves as church.  The early Christians worried far less about their individual salvation and what their faith could do for them and far more about the well-being of their brothers and sisters with whom they shared life.  It was clearly understood that the resurrection of Christ spoke to the quality of life here on earth.  It was the love that existed within the early Christian communities that made them stand out as different.  Their love gave credibility to their faith and caused many to believe and be baptized.  The resurrection not only opened the gates of heaven but also shattered the chains that bound people’s freedom and well-being here on earth.


We have an opportunity to respond, as a faith community, to the economics of our world.  The risen Christ appeared to his friends and gave a simple greeting: “Peace be with you.”  This peace is the “shalom” of the Hebrew scriptures, which means far more than having feelings of contentment. The peace of shalom is about having right, communal and harmonious relationships with God, one’s neighbor and the earth.  Translating the peace of Christ into action means that we must develop an economic vision that has less to do with self-interest and everything to do with our communal life on this planet.  It involves care for each other and for the earth.  All that Jesus taught during his earthly life pointed toward love, unity and happiness.


It is not enough to simply address the symptoms.  We must also concentrate on the causes.  Many parishes to include ours have very active social ministry committees that help people throughout the year.  Hundreds of thousands are fed, offered assistance, given shelter and even gifts.  This social outreach of the church is crucial; many depend upon this support for survival.  But this mission does not end here.


Communities must jointly discuss the implications of the Resurrection.  It is not just about getting into heaven or about having the doors of salvation burst open.  The resurrection of Christ has grave implications for how we live our lives and nurture our relationships with one another.  It requires a total change of mind and heart so that we can begin living not only for ourselves but for each other.  The resurrection of Christ demands that our global economic system serve not the needs of a private few but the greater good of all who occupy our world.  It even impacts how we use the world’s goods.


The peace that Christ offers demands change.  We are charged with addressing the root causes of homelessness, war, poverty, imprisonment, violence and apathy.  We must adjust our priorities; take care of our planet and think of future generations.  The resurrection of Christ asks us to become good stewards of all that God has entrusted to us and live differently than the world asks us to live.


The fervent faith of the early Christians allowed them to stand apart from their society and develop a totally different set of values and priorities.  They understood the meaning of mercy and forgiveness, and held others’ needs more important than their own.  They didn’t fear persecution and weren’t afraid to be challenged and changed by their faith.  They offered compassion to those who suffered, and worked at living peaceably with all people.


Our parishes and faith communities must establish a vision of what life can be like and what our world can become—and act to achieve that vision.  One fact is certain: our current way of doing things is not working.  Gospel justice is not served when some have so much and many others have so little.


The resurrection of Christ impels us to cease injustice, establish equity and live in peace.  If we believe that Jesus did in fact rise from the dead, then we can believe that a better life here on earth is possible and within our reach.
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