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In today’s Gospel Jesus promises the apostles at the Last Supper that he would give them an Advocate, the Holy Spirit, who is truth, and not leave them orphans.  Once Jesus dies on the cross and rises from the dead, one would think the apostles would be proclaiming this good news.  So, where were the apostles once Jesus rose from the dead?  They were fishing or in the upper room behind locked doors for fear of the Jews.  There was something missing in their lives.  Jesus knew this so he promised them an Advocate, a helper.

Once the Holy Spirit descended upon the apostles, they courageously went forth to proclaim the good news to others.  Over 3,000 converted by Peter’s one sermon (Acts 2:41).  How many homilies have touched our lives?  There is a story about a person who wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper, complaining, “I have gone to church for thirty years, and during that time I must have heard 3,000 sermons.  But, for the life of me, I cannot remember a single one of them.  So I think it is a waste of time for preachers to give sermons.”  The following week this letter appeared in the same newspaper: “I have been married for thirty years.  My wife must have cooked 32,000 meals.  But I cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of those meals.  But I know this.  They have nourished me and given me strength to do my work.  Had I not been fed, I would be dead.”

We need to ask ourselves, is there something missing in our lives as was true in the lives of the apostles?  The Holy Spirit whom Jesus promised wants to empower us to reach out to the poor, the lonely, the hungry, and to deepen our family ties.  Once we become more Spirited we will understand how we are called to live a simpler lifestyle.

The Holy Spirit will transform us, helping us to die to our selfishness and allowing Christ’s risen life to become more alive in us.  Compassion and love grow in others only as we become more compassionate and loving to them.  If there is someone we cannot get along with, we need to change our thoughts and feelings about that person.  The Spirit will be our Advocate or helper in these and similar situations.  The more transformed we are by the Spirit, the more we are able to address the painful and thorny issues of our time. The Spirit continues to lead the church so that all of us can speak the truth in love.

The Spirit is not exclusive, but comes to the old and young, rich and poor, female and male, free and slave, and people of all cultures.  The Spirit can speak through a homeless woman or an undocumented alien.  The Spirit speaks through Representative Mark Mislocia, when he spoke against a sinister population control measure against poor people in our state earlier this month.  Truly, the Spirit speaks to us in mysterious ways: the impossible becomes possible, the unimaginable becomes envisioned.

Yes, the Holy Spirit is still alive, moving, stirring, and not a tranquilizer.  The Holy Spirit being so dynamic can turn everything upside down: Jacob being chosen over Esau, Joseph over his brothers, David over his older brothers, the prodigal son over the dutiful but resentful son and Mary Magdalene over the Twelve to announce Jesus’ resurrection.  Even Saul, an enemy of the church, becomes Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles.
We certainly are living in the best of times and the worst of times, depending on our outlook or attitude.   Today we live in an in-between time, which is often chaotic.  We have to prepare ourselves for a new Pentecost with fresh new insights and new beginnings.

We are called to boldness in what we believe and not to become tongue-tied when our faith is attacked.  We need to take pride in who we are, and what we are becoming as we take a strong stand against abortion, euthanasia, capital punishment, racism, sexism, militarism, materialism and other thorny issues.  Otherwise, we are like chameleons, little lizards that change their color to blend into their surroundings.
Once the Holy Spirit sinks into the sinews of our bones the way the apostles experienced this at Pentecost, we will no longer sleepwalk.  We will be awake, alert, alive, and wide-eyed.  The Holy Spirit has the ability to change our hearts from within, not from some external force.

Robert Barron in Word on Fire maintains that God’s word has the power to change people’s lives.  However, the power does not come from us, rather the Holy Spirit.  Once the Spirit helps us meet Christ, we don’t continue on the same road, and are willing to accept the less traveled road.

After the Sandinista revolution in Nicaragua,
 the people were asked if they continued to go to church.  One little girl replied, “Yes, we come to church and the Spirit could not speak but the Spirit cried.”  Maybe the Spirit “cries” when we do not open ourselves up to its inspirations or are afraid to be led by the Spirit as Jesus was led out into the desert.  The desert experience can transform contemplatives into prophets, militants into mystics.  The Spirit will help us overcome our fear to name, claim, and tame our demons, or prompt us to speak out against injustices.  What we resist will persist.  Jesus assures us that he will give us what we are to speak.  Dorothy Day maintained that we sit too much on the fence of compromise.  Meister Eckhart said that we have to put on our dancing shoes for the Spirit is still alive, active, moving, and stirring us into action.

In many of his letters, Blessed Pope John Paul II encouraged us to “put out into the deep.”   As we prepare for the coming of the Holy Spirit, Blessed Pope John XXIII challenges us not just to guard a museum, but cultivate a flourishing garden.  Are we ready for the challenge?
