Solemnity of Christ the King
This year's Gospel for the feast of Christ the King is the Crucifixion scene from Luke's Gospel. Jesus is hanging upon the cross and is reviled and jeered at by the rulers and soldiers. In the midst of all of that, one of those crucified with him asks that Jesus remember him when he enters into his kingdom. Jesus assures the crucified criminal that he will be with Jesus in Paradise.

This is Luke's vision of the reigning king: one who forgives, who welcomes into the kingdom the poor, the neglected, the outcast, and the sinner. It is a vision in which the King sacrifices everything, even his own life, for the members of the kingdom.

The story of an unexpected sacrifice has been in the news this fall, reported in an excellent story by Pauline Arrillaga of the Associated Press. Chad Arnold of Castle Rock, Colorado suffered for years from a liver disease that slowly debilitated him. The cause of primary sclerosing cholangitis, or PSC, is not known. But its effects are fatal. The disease inflames the bile ducts both inside and outside the liver, and eventually the scar tissue builds up and blocks the ducts causing build up of bile in the liver, and eventual liver failure and death. While a person afflicted with PSC can go on for years, in time only a liver transplant can help the person survive.

In February things turned bad for Chad. Doctors placed him on the waiting list for a cadaver liver, hoping that a match would be found for him. But with 16,000 patients needing a liver and only about 4,500 becoming available each year, there is no guarantee of a transplant.

That's when Chad's younger brother, Ryan, stepped into the picture. He offered to be a living donor. The risk was so small that since 1989, with over 4,100 living donor transplants having been performed in the United States, there have been only three fatalities. Tests showed that Ryan was a match, and with hope fading for a cadaver liver for Chad as his condition worsened, Chad agreed to the surgery which took place on July 29.

By August 2nd, Ryan was dead—an unexpected turn of events in the midst of an unselfish sacrifice. Faith nourishes the entire family but the struggle still goes on. Chad has had to confront the fact that his own life comes at the cost of his brother's death. Chad tries to live with values that were so important to Ryan: faith, family, and friendship. And he blogs about his daily trials hoping to bring inspiration to others.

In a post last week Chad reflected on the down times and talked about how faith helps one break out of the cloud: "When we become so enshrouded with the awareness of just ourselves, we don't see the pain surrounding us and the opportunity to extend love, or at the very least kindness, to the mad world around us. Once we do extend love, we not only begin to feel better about ourselves, but we begin again to 'feel' God (not that God is to be felt, so much as believed in)."
When he hung upon the cross, Jesus was suffering and dying. But his awareness of others was so strong that he could extend love, even to the criminal next to him, even to those who crucified him.

That's the kingdom to which we are called, and the same love that we are to extend to others.
