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God Exists and He Loves You - Presentation 

Leader: In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

All: Amen.  

Leader: Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful  

All: And kindle in them the fire of your love. 

Leader: Send forth your Spirit, and they shall be created 

All. And You shall renew the face of the earth. 

Leader: Let us pray. 

All: O, God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant 

that by the same Holy Spirit we may be truly wise and ever enjoy His consolations. 

Through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 

The Lord be with you. R/ A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark 

Jesus took Peter, James and John and led them up a high mountain apart by themselves. 

And he was transfigured before them and his clothes became dazzling white, such as no fuller on 

earth could bleach them. Then Elijah appeared to them along with Moses, and they were 

conversing with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus in reply, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here! Let 

us make three tents: one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah. He hardly knew what to say, 

they were so terrified. Then a cloud came, casting a shadow over them; then from the cloud came 

a voice, “This is my beloved Son. Listen to him.” Suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw 

anyone but Jesus alone with them. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

 

“God Exists and He Loves You” 

My friends, God exists, God made you and God loves you! It seems like a basic thing to 

say. I think for most of us, it is something that we would expect to hear from “Captain Obvious”. 

However, this is an important place to start. I say this because there are times when we feel 

empty. There are times we feel alone. There are times when we have our doubts.  

When Jesus transfigured before Peter, James and John, on Mount Tabor, it was a clear 

confirmation for them in God’s existence. I believe many of us have moments when we just 

know that God exists, maybe even a “mountain top” experience like in our Gospel reading, 

maybe during a time of prayer, during a walk in the woods or even a pumpkin patch. Some of us 

have experienced at some point when we just knew God exists. It is OK if you haven’t yet. It’s 

OK. However, if you haven’t experienced at least a moment of clarity that God truly exists, I 

suggest asking the Holy Spirit for this. He will deliver. It will be on his time frame, but he will 
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deliver. The Holy Spirit will give you “confirmation”. I am hopeful that Revival will provide a 

space for the Holy Spirit to work on us over the course of this year.  

Of course, when we do have a mountain top experience when the existence of God is 

clear to us, we desperately want to stay in the moment like St. Peter was ready to do as we see 

clearly in the Gospel reading. However, we always eventually find ourselves back in the valley 

and sometimes that valley can be dark. It is in the moments when we hurt that our God shaped 

hole in our heart just feels empty. We try to fill it up with anything, and how often those things 

have a way of making us feel worse, not better. 

And so, we find ourselves in our basic situation. I think most of us here this evening 

knows that God exists at some level. We probably wouldn’t be here otherwise. However, we all 

are also aware that there is something broken in all of us that keeps us from feeling it at times.  

When we speak of God, it is good to be on the same page of what we mean by that name. 

That is what this part of Revival is about. It is simply an opportunity for me to share some 

thoughts from my heart to yours. There is no test, no quiz, no exam. It is just heart speaking to 

heart for your consideration. I realize that I am speaking to younger people and older people. 

Some of you are thinkers, some of you are feelers, I am hopeful there is something here for all of 

you.  

So, when we speak of God, let’s get the obvious out of the way. When I look up at the 

stars at night or visit a national park…we exist in a universe that looks created to me. Does it 

look created to you? It is why we call it “creation”. It therefore stands to reason that creation has 

a “Creator”. Follow? That is the most basic understanding we all have when talking about God. 

OK, now for a brief interlude for the heady folks out there, scientists like Stephen Hawking 

would argue that the math governing the universe makes the universe capable of existing 

eternally without a creator. I find that completely non-sensical. For one, God to be God must be 

eternal….so why would his creation be any different? What is overlooked so often is that we in 

fact exist. Existence requires a source. That source we know to be God.  

Coming back down to earth though, as a pastor, when someone asks me to prove the 

existence of God, to be honest with you I am reminded of the parable of the younger fish 

swimming up to the older fish asking the question, “I have heard of this thing called water, can 

you show me where it is?” Since their whole universe is the ocean, it takes significant time for 

the older fish to explain to the younger fish that water is in fact everywhere.  

My friends, look around you, everything here that you see…and the world outside as 

well, and the person you see in the mirror, all of it exists in the mind of God. Nothing can exist 

outside of God’s mind by definition. Or put another way, God is not an application on our phone, 

he is the operating system, follow? God is the ocean in which we swim.  

Of course, everything we can say about God is woefully lacking because God is always 

infinitely more. St. Thomas Aquinas defined God in this way…as nothing greater that can be 

thought. However, we can know something about God just in the same way we can know 

something about the artist from the artwork. We call this natural revelation.  
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Here is an example. For me, when I was a really young child, I remember hiking on the 

Glacier Basin trail on Mount Rainier. Any of you been on that trail? My parents hiked slow, very 

slow so I found myself way ahead of them at times needing to wait something like a half hour or 

more for them to catch up. On one such hike, I sat on a boulder and just spent time admiring the 

mountain. I can’t explain it, but in that moment, it suddenly felt like the mountain was looking 

back at me. The beauty of the mountain took my breath away. I didn’t need a theological degree 

to know that God is the creator of the universe and that God is in fact awesome. You see, God 

filled my heart in that moment in such a profound way as a kid that it probably laid the 

groundwork for me at a young age for eventually becoming a priest. I felt God in a profound 

moment, and I wanted to stay in that moment like St. Peter on Mount Tabor. Moments like that 

in my life made me want to seek God, to know him and follow him. That journey led me to 

Jesus.   

Objectively speaking, however, it is safe to say that the human race is hardwired to seek 

God. Why do I say that? Name one other animal on this planet that has, since the beginning, on 

every continent, built temples for worship. We have been building places of worship since the 

times we lived in caves. Seeking God is in our very anthropology. Seeking God is part of the 

definition of what it means to be human. The human heart seems shaped like a keyhole. 

Somewhere in our existence, there must be a key that fits. That key is the Holy Spirit. That key is 

God.  

What that all means is: God created us to know him. How do we do that? There is 

precious little that we can know about God unless God speaks to us. This is what we mean by 

divine revelation. The Catechism speaks of God speaking to us by deeds and words throughout 

history. The bible is about God making himself known to us. The bible is called the Word of God 

for a reason. The Holy Spirit inspired the authors of the books in the bible through the lens of the 

times they lived in. However, it is important to remember that the people in the bible are not just 

print on a page.  The people in the bible are us. The Church is the living continuation of the story 

of our salvation. Without the Church, the bible is an archeological relic with some interesting 

insights. With the Church, the bible is the living word.  

I can summarize the bible for you in three or four verses, ready? 1 John 4:16 “God is 

love”. Genesis 1:26-27 “We are made in the image and likeness of this God who is love”. St. 

Paul says in 1 Corinthians 13 that “when everything else is taken away only faith, hope and love 

remain…and the greatest of these is love”. There are 613 commandments in the Torah. Jesus is 

asked which one is the greatest. His answer was to “love God and your neighbor”. Because love 

requires the freedom to choose otherwise. This is why we fall into sin. The story of the bible is 

God constantly loving his people, that is to say you and me, back to himself.     

God speaks to us and he does so in so many ways. He speaks to us in our prayer. He 

speaks to us in scripture. He speaks to us in times of worship. He speaks to us through our family 

members and our friends. He speaks to us when we encounter something beautiful. My friends, 

God exists. God made you. God loves you. When it gets right down to it, that is all we need to 

remember about this evening of Revival.  
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We will have small groups this evening that will be an opportunity to reflect further on 

this, but also to simply pray for each other as well. It may very well be that you will have deeper 

questions that we cannot get into at an evening like this. That is why we ask that part of the 

confirmation program is to choose a sponsor. This is why they are there. You are welcome to 

email me as well. I am also here for you. Friends are also good people to talk with as well in the 

coming days. Friends are sometimes the best people because these past couple years have been 

really, really hard. In my opinion, it has been especially hard for our young people. However, 

they have been hard on all of us. There are days we just don’t want to get out of bed. There are 

days when we have our doubts and there are moments when we feel like we are alone. It is in 

those moments, we need to remember that God exists, God made me and God loves me. This is 

so very important and so very true. 

What has irritated me the most about most confirmation programs in the Archdiocese is 

that it makes the sacrament of confirmation a really, really heavy burden on the shoulders of our 

young people, as if they have to choose now whether to be Catholic or not. That is not what 

confirmation is. God made you Catholic on the day of your baptism. No take backs. The thing is, 

we find ourselves wandering through life trying to figure what this means and our place in our 

world. Sometimes we do so by braille really. Jesus is our light in the darkness as we make this 

journey. The sacrament of confirmation is what the word implies, it is confirmation that God in 

fact exists, that he made you, and that he loves you. It provides us the gift of the Holy Spirit to 

give us the light we need when all other lights go dark. It strengthens us with grace so that we 

can be a light for others.  

Let’s do something fun. Since repetition is sometimes the best way to remember 

concepts, when I say God the first time, you could shout out “exists”, as in God…exists! When I 

say God the second time you could shout out “made me”, as in God…made me! And, when I say 

God the third time, you could shout out “loves me”, as in God…loves me. God exists. God made 

me and God loves me. Let’s do this. God “exists” God “made me” and God “loves me”. Believe 

it. Believe it. Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the 

beginning is now and ever shall be world without end Amen.  

 

Guidance for the rest of the evening   

At this time, I get to guide you through what the rest of this evening looks like. We will 

begin with exposition of the Blessed Sacrament. It is an activity we call “adoration”. We believe 

Jesus is really and truly present in the Blessed Sacrament. At the last supper, he took bread and 

said, “This is my body”. We have always taken him for his word! Christ is present in the Holy 

Eucharist, body, blood, soul and divinity. I have found at times when I look at the host in a time 

of adoration it sometimes feels like Jesus is looking back at me. The Host sometimes feels like a 

window to heaven and an opportunity for prayer.  
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Soon after we begin adoration, I will invite our young people enrolled in our 

Confirmation Program (you are henceforth called “confirmandi”) and the additional youth who 

are signed up for our Revival program to quietly move in the direction of their group leaders who 

I will introduce in a moment. The rest of us will stay here to quietly pray for our youth while 

they are in their small groups. I want to give a special word of thanks to Aeris for providing 

prayerful meditative music this evening while we pray for our young people.  

Our youth were given name tags that has a color code on it so you know which leader to 

follow to your small group. I ask that you make that journey quietly until you reach the place 

where your circle will meet. These are not classrooms. That is the last thing you need. There is 

no expectation other than being present; however, you are welcome to participate. The questions 

for conversation will be: Who is your favorite superhero (always a good icebreaker)? What are 

you thankful for this week? Has there ever been a time that you simply knew that God exists? 

There are no wrong answers. I hope you will consider joining the conversation.  

The main reason for these circles however is just an opportunity to offer a prayer at the 

end for whatever it is you are asking of God for right now: it could be for a friend, relative or for 

yourself. You will be invited to light a candle representing that prayer. After your circle finishes 

up, you will be invited to bring that candle to place at the step of the altar so to bring your prayer 

to the Blessed Sacrament. You will be then welcome to genuflect, make the sign of the cross, and 

go back to the pew so to pray for the others when they bring in their candles. The evening will 

wrap up shortly thereafter with a litany and benediction.  

OK Confirmadi and others signed up for our program….look at the color code on your 

name tag! Notice what color it is as I introduce our Group Leaders so you know whose group to 

join when the time comes. 

Our group leaders are, group leaders wave your hand when introduced: 

• Mary Lezcano for our Yellow Group. They will be meeting in the Narthex. 

• Miss K for the Purple Group. They will be meeting in the Narthex. 

• Jenny Rosetto for the Pink Group. They will be meeting in the center of the Narthex. 

• Allison Ramirez for the Green Group. They will also be meeting in the Narthex. 

• Anne Brennan for the Neon Green Group. They will be meeting at the Bicycle Alley. 

• Ryan Goodson for the Brown Group. They will be meeting in the Holy Family Chapel. 

• Mike Brennan for the Black Group. They will also be meeting in the Holy Family 

Chapel.  

• Jennifer and Glenn Tankiewicz for the Light Blue Group. They will be meeting in the 

Library Room. 

• Mary Shneller for our Blue Group. They will be meeting in the Nursery. 

• Julian for our Lavender Group. They will be meeting in the Brides Room 

• Claire Anderson for our Orange Group. They will be meeting in the Grooms Room.  

• Marie Liley for our Red Group. They will be meeting in the hallway near the bathrooms. 
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OK…now that we have our roadmap for the rest of the evening. I invite you to please stand.  

    

 


