
Advent is upon us.

A time of reflection and anticipation in the weeks leading up to
Christmas.

Did you know the word "Advent" comes from the Latin word adventus
meaning "coming"? The advent season symbolizes both the waiting
for the birth of Christ and his glorious return.

The Advent wreath is made of evergreen to symbolize everlasting life
in the midst of winter and a circle of remind us of both God's unending
love and the eternal life offered through Jesus Christ.

"God of hope, awaken our hearts to You this Advent season and fill
our hearts with hopeful anticipation of Your coming so that when
Jesus arrives, we are ready to receive Him in our hearts and minds.

Amen."

St. Vincent de Paul
Parish Newsletter
December 2, 2022



Mass Times

Saturday - 5:00 PM (Vigil) 

Sunday - 9:00 AM

11:00 AM- (Live Streamed)

5:00 PM

Monday - 9:00 AM

Tuesday - 9:00 AM

Wednesday -9:00 AM

Thursday - 9:00 AM

Friday - 9:00 AM

LITURGY OF THE HOURS – Morning Prayer
HOLY FAMILY CHAPEL

Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays & Fridays 8:30
AM

December 8th is a Holy Day of Obligation.
We will have a mass at 9am and 7pm.

Saturdays from 3:30pm-4:30pm Join us the first Monday of the
Month at our 9am Mass with
anointing of the sick
afterwards.



A big, heartfelt thank you goes out to Marg and
her son, for sharing their stewardship story during

masses last month!

Bishop Schuster - What about stewardship?

How can I complete my 2023 stewardship pledge on-line?

How can I sign up for electronic giving?

https://vimeo.com/767820223
https://donate-seattlearchdiocese.org/parish-pledge-form/
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRlY_8iUiq_BjwcOucHn5GdjHO3iVYxvvxhHjRfLOeq662EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouaG1BNqz0k94sKgHQCBDkL0=


Click to listen to
Bishop Frank

Schuster's
weekly Homilies

Prayers of the Faithful
For those who are sick.

For those in our Community
 who have passed away.

Anthony Tran
Monie Buchanan

Saint for the Month of December
 

 Saint Juan Diego (1474 - May 30, 1548)
Thousands of people gathered in the Basilica of
Our Lady of Guadalupe July 31, 2002, for the
canonization of Juan Diego, to whom the
Blessed Mother appeared in the 16th century.
Pope John Paul II celebrated the ceremony at
which the poor Indian peasant became the
Church’s first saint indigenous to the Americas.
The Holy Father called the new saint “a simple,
humble Indian” who accepted Christianity
without giving up his identity as an Indian. “In

praising the Indian Juan Diego, I want to express to all of you the closeness
of the Church and the pope, embracing you with love and encouraging you
to overcome with hope the difficult times you are going through,” John Paul
said. Among the thousands present for the event were members of Mexico’s
64 indigenous groups.

First called Cuauhtlatohuac (“The eagle who speaks”), Juan Diego’s name is
forever linked with Our Lady of Guadalupe because it was to him that she
first appeared at Tepeyac hill on December 9, 1531. The most famous part
of his story is told in connection with the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe on
December 12. After the roses gathered in his tilma were transformed into
the miraculous image of Our Lady, however, little more is said about Juan
Diego.

In time he lived near the shrine constructed at Tepeyac, revered as a holy,
unselfish, and compassionate catechist, who taught by word and especially
by example.

During his 1990 pastoral visit to Mexico, Pope John Paul II confirmed the
long-standing liturgical cult in honor of Juan Diego, beatifying him. Twelve

https://bishopfrankschuster.com/recent-videos/


years later the same pope proclaimed him a saint.

Reflection

God counted on Juan Diego to play a humble, yet huge role in bringing the
Good News to the peoples of Mexico. Overcoming his own fear and the
doubts of Bishop Juan de Zumarraga, Juan Diego cooperated with God’s
grace in showing his people that the Good News of Jesus is for everyone.
Pope John Paul II used the occasion of Juan Diego's beatification to urge
Mexican lay people to assume their responsibilities for passing on the Good
News and witnessing to it.

From the Staff

Dear Good People,
 
Christmas is a time of joy, but all too often, it is a
manufactured joy, made up of food, gifts,
decorations, cards, family visits, special outfits,
indulgent confections, and spectacular messes of
gift-wrap and dishes.

Advent is no longer a time of joyful waiting, but
an item to on the to-do list: Wreath?
Check. Candles? Check. And Church on
Christmas? Well, yes, we simple must, but it has
to be after the children are dressed, but before
they have eaten anything to spoil the new outfits,
and we will need to schedule a visit to Grandma and Grandpa while they are
still presentable, but they will want their present first and... How about
Midnight Mass? Yes, beautiful, quiet, and prayerful, but followed by an all-
night session with two-hundred piece some-assembly-required something-or-
other and the joy of Christmas morning seen through one blood-shot eye over a
steaming mug of caffeine.
 
           Before you get caught up in the madness that is Christmas in America, or
even if you are already caught up in it, take a break. Take a few minutes to
remember who Jesus was, and what he was about. This is something St.
Francis of Assisi never forgot. As Friar Murray Bodo, OFM describes it:
 
Everything St. Francis does or says has its center in Jesus. He
embraces himself and others because he has first embraced the
Lord, whose love makes it possible for St. Francis to reach out,
even to what it means to overcome shame: For the divine nature
was his from the first; yet he did not think to snatch at equality
with God, but made himself nothing, assuming the nature of a
slave (Philippians 2:7). It is Jesus who eats with publicans and
sinners, who lives as a carpenter, whose disciples are mostly poor
men and women. It is Jesus who has nowhere to lay his head and
who dies on a cross, stripped even of the clothing of his self-
respect.

           It is impossible to overemphasize the centrality of Jesus---in



the life of St. Francis.
 
           That first Christmas in Bethlehem is the only time in the Gospels Jesus
gives anyone a Christmas gift—and that gift is himself. The magic and the
mystery of that gift is that, in sharing his life and his own divine and human
nature with us, Jesus gives us the gift of ourselves. He helps us become the
people we were always meant to be—daughters and sons of the most high God.
 
           If we want to follow St. Francis’ example, we will follow Jesus. The first
and most precious gift we can give anyone in the gift of our time—after all, we
only have so much of it. And we have far less of it if we are scrambling to get
gifts of less value.
       
This Christmas, make sure that Jesus is the reason for your season so that when
he is in his crib on Christmas morning, he will look right at home.
 
Tu hermanito,
Deacon Juan F. Lezcano, OFS

From the Parochial Vicar Fr. John Patrick

Ukrainian Welcome Circle:

When Jesus asked for help feeding five
thousand, Andrew participated in God’s
abundance by pointing out a boy with
two fish. In like manner, you too can help

sponsor and provide a landing place in Federal Way for a refugee family from
Ukraine. Please join us for an evening of prayer and action on how to go about
making a global difference in the lives of others, while collaborating with our
local community. We will gather in the Willenborg Basement, room “A” on
Tuesday December 13th from 7:00 pm – 8:15 pm. Please feel free to RSVP,
show up spontaneously, or email Fr. John Patrick for more details. We are
currently seeking input from realtors, attorneys, accountants, translators,
teachers, tutors, health care professionals and more. Thanks to your
generosity, we are over halfway to the twenty-thousand-dollar goal needed to
provide housing and expenses for a minimum or one year/maximum of two
years; additional gifts can be offered by check made payable to “Saint Vincent
DePaul Parish” designated for “Ukrainian Welcome Circle” in the memo line or
by credit card over the phone by calling the parish office at (253) 839-2320.

  RCIA:

There will be an Advent Retreat from 9:00 am – 1:30
pm on Saturday December 3rd in the Social Hall. This
is open to all adults who are either interested in
becoming Catholic, are currently in the RCIA process,
or have completed the RCIA process in the past three
years. It is not too late to join us! Please click here to

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080b4dadac29a46-ukrainian
mailto:frjohnpatrick@stvincentparish.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080b4dadac29a46-rcia


RSVP or email Fr. John Patrick for more information.

Adult Faith Formation:

Advent is a season of watching and waiting for Christ’s
coming in our midst. All adults and parents of children and
teens in faith formation are encouraged to join Fr. John
Patrick and fellow parishioners on a journey with Jesus: The
Way, The Truth, and The Life this Wednesday December 7th
in the Church Sanctuary from 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm for

prayer, teaching, and faith sharing regarding “The Good News of the Kingdom
of God.” Feel free to RSVP here or invite a friend and stop by for the first time.
Please email Fr. John Patrick for additional inquiry.

Vocations to the Priesthood:
On Sunday December 11th, all men ages 15 – 40 years old are invited to
attend an informational dinner, with Fr. John Patrick and Fr. Justin Ryan,
Archdiocese of Seattle Vocation Director, regarding discerning a call to the
priesthood. Please click here to RSVP or email Fr. John Patrick for more
information.

From Deacon Juan's Corner

If you have any questions regarding the Sacrament of Baptism or
would like to have your child baptized go to
https://www.stvincentparish.org/53

If you would like information on the Sacrament of Marriage or would like to
be married in the Catholic Church go to
https://www.stvincentparish.org/86

If you would like to arrange for a Funeral Mass or Service at St.
Vincent's go to https://www.stvincentparish.org/129

From the Desk of Katie Goodson



St Vincent's is having a Safe Environment class
via Zoom. Monday, December 5, at 6:30pm

Mothers and Others

mailto:frjohnpatrick@stvincentparish.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/index.cfm?go=w.manageSignUp#/38825990
mailto:frjohnpatrick@stvincentparish.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080b4dadac29a46-vocation
mailto:frjohnpatrick@stvincentparish.org
https://www.stvincentparish.org/53
https://www.stvincentparish.org/86
https://www.stvincentparish.org/129


Mothers and Others
December 9

It is Mom’s night out. Join us at Mama Stortini’s for
dinner at 6:30pm. Please RSVP to the Evite or the
parish office. 

M & O's
calendar

Did you know that we will place over
100 poinsettias in the Church for
Christmas? We are looking for people
to help place the flowers on
December 24 and to water them
through the Christmas season. If you
can help please let Katie know by
calling the parish office or emailing at
kgoodson@stvincentparish.org. 

Pie

Thank you to
everyone who is making pie. I
want to taste them all. I am still
looking for people to make pies.
Just think your pie could be the
first one they ever taste.

Confirmation

December 7

We will start the evening with a pie party
and then spend some time preparing for
Reconciliation on December 14.

December 14

Reconciliation Service – the whole family
is invited and encouraged to come to the all Parish
Reconciliation Service. What better way to enter into Christmas
then full of the grace of Reconciliation. First Reconciliation
families (6th -12th grade) this is when your child will make their
First Reconciliation. 

Confirmation

https://files.constantcontact.com/66937edd601/611ebc92-8b3c-4eac-83a2-6d55191f17c6.pdf
mailto:kgoodson@stvinccentparish.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/66937edd601/fc298b79-cd41-4964-a646-50516523cc59.pdf


calendar

Gift Cards

Thank you to everyone who has donated to
our Virtual Giving tree. Our Community is

so blessed by your generosity. There is still
time to donate gift cards to our Parish

Giving Tree.
Gift cards can be dropped by the parish

office or in the collection baskets at mass. 

Sad news the Knights of Columbus Crab Feed is canceled for this
year. Surprise, there are supply issues. The good news is the Fish
Fries will happen this year.

Simbang Gabi

Mark your calendars. Simbang Gabi is
going to be celebrated on December 17 at
the 5pm mass. There will be the traditional
procession of the parol (stars). This a
Filipino tradition of joining together to follow
the star to Jesus. We look forward to
celebrating with you on December 17!
Finally the amazing Simbang Gabi dinner
is back. Stay after mass for a yummy dinner and watch our Filipino
children’s dance group. 

We need your help making new parols and fixing old ones. We will
have a parol making party on December 13 at 6:30pm. There will be
hot cocoa, treats and lots of fun people to hang out with. Be sure to
join us for a fun night for the whole family. 



click here to
register

Miss Holli's Ark

From Miss Holli’s Ark

Our current year is quickly coming to an end.
We have 2 more classes and an all parish
Reconciliation Service on December 14th.

Once 2023 begins, I will be putting our learning
curve into practice. The part that will affect

https://files.constantcontact.com/66937edd601/55f80649-87c2-420b-a391-3afc22e277b8.pdf


parents the most is the dropping off and picking
up of students in the gym. There will be a sign in
and sign out sheet for each grade level. As a
parent, it is your responsibility to make sure that
you sign for your student.

If I need to speak to you as a group. I would ask
you to wait a few minutes.
As the weeks progress, I will keep you updated
as I go through the channels get all the pieces in
place.

Holli Neigel
hneigel@stvincentparish.org

Programs and Events

mailto:hneigel@stvincentparish.org


Like to Sing? Join our choir! Contact Patrick Shriver
at the parish office (253) 839-2320 ext.213 or email
him at pshriver@stvincentparish.org

Also beginning November 26th (First Sunday of
Advent), music groups will be using a new mass setting for the
Advent/Christmas season. If you would like to hear it ahead of time,
listen to it on Youtube. Search for Mass of Renewal. You can listen to
the Gloria, Holy, Memorial Acclamation, Amen and Lamb of God.

mailto:pshriver@stvincentpairsh.org


Check out Northwest Catholic on-line Magazine by
clicking here!

Gethsemane Cemetery

Mass is every month at 10:30am.
37600 Pacific Hwy S, Federal Way, WA

December 17th, 2022

Sunday Giving:
Give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

- 2 Corinthians 9:7
Ways to give:

Online - signup to give onetime, weekly or monthly, click here to sign up.
Basket - put your envelope in the Basket as it's passed around during Mass.
Mail - you can mail your contribution to 30525 8th Ave S, Federal Way, WA
98003.

Other Events outside the Parish 

For other Catholic events in the Archdiocese, click here!

Parish Office Hours
Monday thru Thursday, 9:30am-3pm

Friday, 9:30pm-12noon

St. Vincent de Paul Parish | 30525 8th Ave S, Federal Way, WA 98003
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